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canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 20 Jan 82 p 2i 
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rticle by 


Philip Beard) 


AUSTRALIA'S offshore drilling prospects continued to improve yesterday 
with Woodside Petroleum recording the best hydrocarbon liquid flows seen on 


the North West Shelf. 


Woodside said its highly promising Goodwyn No 6 appraisal well owed hydrocarbon liquids 


AT) cr 


~~ «+ 


at 3500 barrels a day over the interval 3006m-3014m through a lin choke, with a gas flow of one 


million cu m of gas a day. 


The group also reported that testing of the interval 3022m-3032m flowed oil at 7100 barrels a 
day through a 7/8in choke for eight hours. 


A clean-up of the 30272m- 
3032m interval last week 


flowed 2210 barrels through a 


3/4in choke. 


The Goodwyn field is 32km 
south west of the $8000 mil- 
jion natural gas project and 
yesterdays results take 
some of the disappointment 
from last week's decision to 
postpone the building of the 
second production platiorm. 


The oil] flows and the pro- 

lems with the gas platiorm 
may alter Woods! 4de's original 
development straLegy of piac- 
ing the platform at Goodwyn 
after North Rankin. 


But Woodside, the manager 

for the Shelf project. has 
reacted cautiousiy to the 
flows 


It said there was a lot of 
testing of the well and the 
field to be done before the 
significance of the find was 
known 


The group has still to evalu- 
ate the liquid to ascertain 
whether the flow was of ligh: 
crude or condensate. 


The liquid flow was at 44 
Geg API gravity at a well 
head pressure of 1750 psig 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 








The oli owed at 36 deg API 
gravity at a well head pres- 
sure ¢* 565 psig 


The higher the degree 
measure the lighter the liq- 
uid flow, aithouegh the aver- 
ace API jevel in Bass Strait 
bas been around the 45 deg 
mark 


The drill ship, Regional En- 
located 


deavour, which the 


flows, is now moving on to 
the Browre Basin. 


Testing of the well has been 
suspended because of rough 
weather caused by Cyclone 
Errol, but further testing and 
appraisal and correlation is 
to continue soon. 


The drilling consortium 
consists of Woodside Petro- 
joum. 50 per cent, BP Petro- 


RALIA 








CSO: 


5200/7512 


jeumm Development Austrailia 
Pty Ltd and California Asi- 
atic Oll Co each 16.66 per 
cent, Shell Development 
(Aust) Pty Lid and BHP's 
Hematite Petroleum Pty Lid 
8.33 per cent each. 

Oll has been found at Good- 
wyn earlier — in the No 3 well 
in 1972 — but the well was 
outside the main field block. 

The find is the best on the 
Shelf since in 1975 
which flowed at barrels a 
day. Other oll finds have 
been at Rankin in 1972 and 
Dockerell in 1973. 


The strikes, all in th.* south- 
east flank of the Rankin 
trend, have been suspended 
aS gas and oll producers. 
Although 'the ‘flow rates in 
case are exciting they 
only indicate the porosity of 
the formatior!. Further work 


But the Goodwyn well is en- 
couraging as there have been 
high pressures during the 


rather than light condensate 
area. : — 

The Shelf finds also follow 
a strong flow of 2600 barrels a 
day from Esso-BHP’s 
Tarwhine 1 exploration wel! 
in Bass Strait. 
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WITH FRANCE SETS 


CANBERRA. — Aostralia and 
France have signed an agreement 
fixing a sea boundary between their 
island territories in the Southern 
and Pacific Oceans. 

The agreement, signed bere earlier 
this month by the. Arstralian Minister 
for ¥ Affairs, Mr Street, and the 
French Ambassador, Mr Pierre Car- 
raud, represents a compromise on the 
ye of 200-mile zones claimed by 

th nations. 

Australia declared a 200-mile fishing 
zone in Noveruber 1979 around al! her 
continental and island shores, excepting 
Antarctic territory. 

This declaration coincided with the 
French declaration of a 200-mile eco- 
nomic zome, which banned fishing and 
any other resource exploitation by un- 


cogmeves nations. 

reensiand Government was rep 
resented in negotiations with France as 
its adjacent marine rome as defined un- 
der the Petrokeum (Submerged Lands) 
Act underwent « small adjustment in 
the agreement. 

The agreed delimitation lines, be 
tween New Caledonia and Queensland 
in the Pacific, and between French 
Kergueten island and Austraiia’s Heard 
Island in the Southern Ocean, are 200 
nautical miles from landfall at either 
ond, tapering to much lets af their 
midpoint 

A Foreign Affairs Department official 
said last night that the agreement with 
France was the first permanent agree- 
ment. with a meritime neighbor since 
the 200-mile declarations 

An interim fishing ‘ine between Timor 
and the northwestern coast of Aus- 
tralia had been established with Indon- 
esia, and negotirtions for & permanent 
boundary were contirmuing, the official 
sald 


He said that other « would 


wn negotiated in due course with Wes 
tern Semoe and New Zealand 

Closest landfalis to the Sowth-Weet 
Pecific fine with France are Norfotk 
Island on the Australian side and sev 
eral reefs on both side« 














OFFSHORE DRILLING SET FOR D TIC DICREASD IN 1982 


Projected Plans 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 21 Jan 82 p l 


[Article by John Jones) 


[Excerpts] A STAGGERING $1000 
million oil rush is under way 
in Australia. 


Internatuonal and Australian 
cormpanies pian to drill 02 ex- 
ploration wells onshore and in 
coastal waters (his year 


Yesterday the Australian Pe 
troleum Exploration Associa- 
won said about 240 wells would 
be drilled onshore in high- 


prospect sedimentary basins 
such as the Surat. Cooper 
Amadeus and Canning 


There will also be a big in- 
crease im tbe number o! of'- 
shore wells this year Sixty- 
two wells are expected to be 
Grilled. mainiy off the Wert 
Australian and Victorian 
coasts. compared with only 12 
jast year. Of the 6&2 57 will be 
widcais 


Well Site Figures 


Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 21 Jan 82 p 15 


(Text) 


OTM) delislechelelsme ast 


1982 1981 
NSW 4 i 
WA $1 \4 
SA 29 33 
Vie * 4 
(Ma 137 71 
wT 13 4 
Tos - - 
Total 2140 137 








1982 1981 1982 
— —_ 2.100 
” . 49,500 

2 _ § 600 
22 . 9.900 
_ — 27.000 

7 — 9.500 

I -- 280 
62 12 107.350 














(ITS COMMIT HOLDERS TC 
in Emnclish 19 Jan 82 
Wilson) 

The return of Esso to deep 


water expk ration targets and 
the re-ermervence of interest in 
Australia ¥y the US-dased 
Marathon Onl group are the 
key points of mew ofishore per- 
mits announced wvesterday 

Three new permas have been 
awarded in Western Austratia. 
carrying total work programmes 
valved at $134 million 

More important, the rrit 
conditions commit the holders to 
a mindnum total of six wildcat 
wells and 82% line-kilometres of 
seismic data collection 

Esso Exploration and 
tion has been awarded permit 
WA-188-P covering an area of 
ahx~wt 5900 square kilometres 
ro.ghivy 350 kilometres north of 
Lroome 

n did a total 


Produc- 


of five explores 


‘ - we '« and . y) x werierres of 


‘ ‘ ~ ~~. ~~ 
eisr mn aA 5 - : Ae ‘ 


gramme 





=—7 + lie an - s - al 

uN v 7TT > 

~ +e , oo ~~: - * ~— + 
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Fean w > “rer ~e for en 


extension of the Sx Reef gas 
fnmA + the « sh weer 

P ? av ‘aA " 4 - ts be 
huge. and preferat ~ ofl, to 
overcome the technological dis- 
advantage of being ‘ep water 
not dissimilar to the depth en- 


countered in Essos 


gramme Om the } hea a 


rostiy pro- 
sth Plateau 


Esso and its winer in Ex- 
mouth, BHP, are involved in deli- 
cate negotiations with the 
West Australian Government 


over the future of the Exmouth 
permits. At (his stage. M appears 
the dynamically posi- 


terned 4 ship Se » 472 will be 
browght back to Australia tate 
this year or early 1983 for a three 


» €£ r-we) pr eramme 

This would take to a maximum 
of 12 the number of wells Esso 
BHP have drilled on their wro Ex- 
mouth P'ateau permits — com- 
spared with a commitment for 2i 





APPROXIMATE 
LOCATION OF 
PERMIT AREAS 
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wells under the permit terms 

it ws bDellewed that’ x is the 
future of the remaining drilling 
programme which w« unéer dis- 
cusson with the WA Govern- 
mert 

The plan would be for the 
Sedco *72 to drill one well in 
the oew permit after x has com- 
pleted the Exmouth wells 

Marathon heads a seven-mem- 
ser consortium. imciodine Perth- 
based companies Church 
Energy and Brunswick O11, which 
bid a -$53.8 millon programme 
lor WA-191-P coverine an area 
mmediately morth of the Ange! 
Ol and gas field ciscovered Dy 
Woodside. 

Marathon has not been active 
in Australia since being involved 
im @ farm-in errangement near 
Onsiow which led to the Tubridg 
gas discovery. 

The third permit has been 
awaercea to @ group headed 2b; 
Seahawk Of Auctraiia NL. &@ com 
pany formed by staff originally 
employed Oy the Los Angele 
based exploration operation 
Oxoce. . 

This ates, WA-180-P s in 
shore from the new Esso permit 
and further sowth. It eppears to 
be relatively close to the Caswell 
oil strike of Woodside 

Other members of the Marathon 
consortium sere Tricentrol North 
Sea Lid. Lasmo International Oj) 
Development. International En- 
ergy Resources, Churchill Energy 
and Brunswick OW} NL 

Other members of the Seahawk 
Consortium are Albion interne. 
ticnal Resources Inc. Petro-Paci- 
fic Resources Inc.. Suniite Ol! In 
ternational Inc. Voyager Petro- 
jeurns Australia, Texas Gas Ex- 
ploration Corp. Cock: Eldorado 
NL. Long React Of], Strata Of 
NL and Hopefield Pty Lid 
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ATISTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


WW SHELF ACYIVITIES--The 150-hectare site of the North West Shelf, joint ven- 
ture’s onshore gas treatment plant at Withnell Bay, on the Burry, Peninsula, 
resembles an open-topped ants’ nest. Scores of earthmoving vehicles mii. 
around in a constant, choking cumulus of dust. The cost of che earthmoving 
contract, at $70 million, represents only one hundredth of the likely total 
expenditure on the project, which will take wntil the early 1990s to complete. 
The other comsp.-cents are: --Tow offshore drilling/production platforms on the 
North Rankin field. A third platform is planned for the adjacent Goodwyn field 
in the early 1990s. --A submarine pipeline from North Rankin to the mainland to 
carry gas and condensate. --The treatment plant at Withnell Bay, which will 
produce gas, condensate and LPG for domestic use and LNG for export to Japan. 
--Storage and shipping facilities and e port facility to service offshore oper- 
ations. --Accommodation and amenities for employees during construction anc 
production. --A fleet of seven specia) LNG tankers. The West Australian State 
F=ergy Commission has undertaken to “wild a 1300 kilometre natural gas pipeline 
from the plant at Withnell Bay to Perth. Before actual construction of the gas 
treatment plant can begin, the contractors must shift four million cubic metres 
of rock and grail, build roads and pipe track embankments, excavate eight tank 
pits and dig a water settling basin. [Melbourne THE AGE in English 12 Jan 62 

p 19) 





GIPPSLAND'S MARLIN FIELD--Ssso-BHP began production yesterday from the latest 
of the Gippsland Basin oil reservoirs--the Marlin M-1 field. The field lies 
under the Marlin gas field. Esso said initial production would be 1.4 millicn 
barrels a day, accompanied by ges which would be separated at the Longford 
plant near Sale. Production would come at first from one well, but three oth- 
ers would be added in the next few weeks. The field was discovered in 1°6f 
with the main gas reservoir and Esso said work since then had outlined the 
thin oil zone. The gas field produces at between 210 and 440 million cubic 
feet a day, depending on Victorian demand. [Melbourne THF AGE in English 

15 Jan 82 p 16) 


BASS STRAIT WELI--Bass Strait well Sperm Whale No 1 flowed gas at 6.1 million 
cubic feet a day through a half-inch choke during tests over the inverval 632- 
834 metres, Hudbay O11 (Australia) reported yesterday. Hudbay said oil had 
previously been recovered from the zone and small amounts of oil were recovered 
Guring the test. First tests over the interval produced a gas flow of 1.6 mil- 
lion cubic feet a day through a 1/4 inch choke. [Melbourne THF AGE in English 
19 Jan 82 p 18) 











ANTI-PIRACY CAMPAIGN--Australia is to contribute $250,000 to help combat 
piracy in the Gulf of Thailand. The United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees has launched an appeal for just over $3.5 million for the anti- 
piracy campaign. The campaign will be administered by the Thai Government 
ind will reactivate and expand efforts to combat piracy in the gulf. 

fhe Australian foreign minister, Mr Street, said Australia was deeply 
concerned at the extent of pirate attacks on people fleeing Vietnam by 
boat as well as local fishermen. Eleven other Western countries have also 


pledged money to help finance the campaign. [Text] [BK121134 Melbourne 
Overseas Service in English 0830 GMT ]2 Mar 82] 


CSO: 5200/5638 





INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


FISHING LICENSES--Jakarta, 15 Mar ( FP)--The Indonesian Gcvernment has 
licensed 162 foreign and Indonesian fishing ships to operate in Indonesia's 
200-mile exclusive economic zone (EEZ) this year, Fisheries Director-General 
Abdu Rachman has disclosed here. The ships belong to 8 Indonesian Govern- 
ment and private companies and 12 foreign firms (including largely Japanese 
but no Taiwanese interests). The director-general told newsmen Saturday 

[13 March] he estimated the fish catch potential of the country's EEZ 
proclaimed by Indonesia on March 21, 1980, at an annual 1.7 million tons, 
bringing the country's aggregate fish production potential to an estimated 
annual 4.6 million tons. [Text] [BK170647 Hong Kong AFP in English 

0912 GMT 15 Mar 82 BK] 


CSO: 5200/5638 
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POLLUTION KILLING PAGATBAN RIVER 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 15 Mar 82 p 23 


(Text] 


CSO: 


Heavy pollution is 
threatening to kill the 
25-kilometer Pagatban 
river in Basay, Negros 
Oriental where the 
CDCP Mining corp. 
operates. This is the 


scientists of Silliman 
University Environ- 
mental center (SUEC). 

The SUEC studies 
show that more than 
half of the whole river 
has become heavily 
silted, reaching up to 
two meters in many 
places. The studies also 
show that the river's 
water, especially in the 
estuary and the sea 
near its mouth, is con- 
taminated by large 
concentrations of cop- 
per, iron, zine and 


5200/4902 


and has seriously 
affected the means of 
livelihood of Basay re- 
sidents. Findings of 
SUEC indicate that 
there are practically no 
fish and crustaceans 
left in the main river. 
Further, the rare cro- 
codile that inhabit the 
river's upper part are 
threatened with ex- 
tinction. 


At the same time, 
the SUEC acientists’ 
study of the barrier 
reef abovt 1.5 kilo 
meters from the river 
mouth indicate serious 
stage of deterioration. 
Before 1978, the study 


ll 


PHILIPPINES 


responsible for the 
heavy pollution of 
Pagatban river. They 
say that for more than 
two years’ since it 
started operation, 


ings directly empty 
into north Sulu Sea, 
which is a fishing area. 

















JAMAICA 


GROUP UF 77 TO OPPOSE CHANGES TO LAW OF THE SEA 
FL171739 Bridgetown CANA in English 1558 GMT 17 Mar 82 


[Text] Kingston, Jamaica, 17 Mar (CANA)--The Third World Caucus, the 
Group of 77 (more than 100 developing nations) is apparently gearing itself 
for a fight with the United States over what it sees as U.S. efforts to 
change vital elements in the draft Law of the Sea convention. 


According to the Jamaica Information Service (JIS), G-77 has told the 
United States that while the group was willing to consider proposals for 
improving the draft treaty, they should not change the fundamental elements 
of the package and the negotiations should be completed within the time 
frame set by the United Nations Law of the Sea Conference. 


[he United States had agreed to the draft proposals and it was expected that 
the Law of the Sea treaty would come into effect by this fall. 


But when the Reagan administration came to office, it said that the U.S. 
wanted to review the package, and last week produced a set of counter- 
proposals for those to govern deep seabed mining. 


Essentially, the U.S. wants greater leverage for Amer ‘can corporations to 
exploit the resources of the sea, a greater say in the control of the 
organisation which will oversee the treaty, and a smaller role for the supra 
national corporation that has been vested with the authority to control the 
ea resources, 


11S said that in a response to the United States yesterday, G-// listed the 
following effects of the U.S. proposals. 


1) [fhe resources which should become the common heritage of mankind would 
be confined to manganese nodules and this would be inconsistent with the 
declaration of principles of 1970. 


) The system of exploitation would seriously reduce the powers of the 


international seabed authority in exercising control over activities in 


seabed area. 


12 














>) ihe 





review conference would have to be subjected to the consent of all 
incil members for the enterprise and will be subjected in the vital 
tages, to all countries which contribute to the budget of the U.N. anc 

+) That the production limitation formula for land-based producers of 
products which would also come from the sea, would be eliminated. 


An analysis of the U.S. proposals did not hold out its contention that 


they would not disrupt the fundamental framework of the programme, the 
group said. 


1IS said that it was expected that there would be several initiatives 


over 
the next few days in the effort to find a middle ground. 


CSO: 5200/2056 
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


U.S. FISHING BOAT CONFISCATED--In Papua New Guinea, a magistrate has ordered 
the confiscation of an American tuna fishing boat worth several million 
dollars. In the (Ribao) district court, a magistrate found that the 

captain of the boat was guilty of fishing inside Papua New Guinea's 

200-mile economic zone. The magistrate fined the captain (William Maurie) 
of Florida U.S. $700 and ordered the forfeiture of his boat, ("The Danica,"™), 
its fishing equipment and its entire catch. The captain had claimed that 

he was 10 miles north of Papua New Guinea's economic zone when arrested. 
("The Danica"), at present under detention in (Ribao) harbor, is equipped 
with a helicopter, sophisticated fishing lines, and satellite-controlled 
navigation equipment. Radio Australia's Port Moresby correspondent, 

Sean Dorney, says that the United States does not recognize 700-mile 
economic zone for tuna fishing. He says the American law provides for 
automatic sanctions against any country that seizes an American fishing 
boat. The sanctions would ban any fish import from the country concerned. 
Papua New Guinea exports tuna worth $20 million a year to the United States. 
[Text] [BK270750 Melbourne Overseas Service in Engligh 0500 GMT 27 Feb 82] 


U.S. FISHING BOAT RELEASED--Port Moresby, 12 Mar (AFP)--Papua New / Guinea | 
authorities have released an American fishing boat, "The Danica,” impounded 
recently for illegally fishing within the claimed 200-mile offshore zone, 
it was announced here today. It was sold back to its American owners 

for U.S.$300,000, 5 percent of the estimated value. The owners will also 
be allowed to keep the catch, valued at U.S.$600,000. U.S. fishing boats 
will also now be allowed to operate within the country's claimed 200-mile 
limit for tuna without permits undex a renewable yearly agreement. Observers 
described the decision as a remarkable turnaround by the Papua New Guinea 
Government. Only 2 days ago, Prime Minister Sir Lulius Chan opened a new 
marine surveillance centre with the words: "I only hope that this message 
is received loud and clear in New York.” Primary industry minister 

Paul Torato said the reason for the change of policy was the fear that 
United States investors might be frightened away from the country. [Text] 
(BK120056 Hong Kong AFP in English C038 GMT 12 Mar 82] 


CSO: 5200/5638 
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URUGUAY 


BRIEFS 


LOS REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED—-Montevideo, 18 Feb (TELAM)--Uruguay has appointed 
its representatives to the llth session of the Third UN Conference on the Law 
of the Sea to be held in New York from 8 March through W April. The Uruguayan 
delegation will be presided over by Julio Cesar Lupinacci, Uruguayan cabassador 
to Chile, and it will be asde up of four other persons who will act as deputy 
chairman, secretary and two representatives. [Text] [Buenos Aires TELAM in 
Spenish 1605 GMT 18 Feb 82 PY] 


CSO: 5200/2053 
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MOZAMB IQUE 


BRIEFS 


CONFISCATION OF S. AFRICAN BOAT--Maputo--A Mozambican court has ordered the 
confiscation of a South African fishing boat and fined its owner the equiva- 
lent of R22 000 for unauthorised fishing off the coast of Mozambique. The 
High Court of Appeal on Tuesday upheld a plea by the Public Prosecutor's 
office that the cine alone, imposed by the Maritime Court a month 4go, was 
inadequate. In the earlier trial Danish-born owner Mr Willy Hogh-Hansen (50) 
was found guilty of fishing within the Mozambican 200-mile limit for commer- 
cial activity. That court found the prosecution had failed to prove that a 
ton of fish found aboard the vesscl on February 8 had been caught within 
Mozambique's 12-mile territorial waters limit. If this had been proved, 
confiscation of the boat wo.ld have been mandatory under Mozambican law. 

The Public Prosecutor appealed on the ground that fishing rods were found 
baited and ready for use when Mr Hogh-Hansen's vessel was apprehended by 
Coast Guards less than two miles from the coast. The judges upheld the 
appeal, Mr Hogh-Hansel left for South Africa before the verdict. It was 
not clear how the fine would be collected.--Sapa-Reuter [Text] [Johannes- 
burg THE CIVIZEN in English 18 Mar 82 p 3] 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


GOVERNMENT HOPES FOR UNDERSEA MINING REGULATIONS 
Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in German 19/20 Feb 82 p 6 


[Text] The Federal Government hopes that the United States succeeds in the 
impending llth round of the International Camference on the Law of the Sea in 
revising the regulations qm the exploit.'.icon of the seabed which are important 
to German deep sea mining as well. 


Diplamatic circles in the federal capital stressed this a few days befcre the 
next round begins next Tuesday with consultations of the heads of delegation 

of the participating countries. The negotiations themselves begin om 8 March. 
They are to last until the end of April, but could also be prolonged to mid May. 
It is expected that it will be the last meeting which takes up the substantive 
questions. But it is felt in Bonn that it is a campletely open questicn whether 
the Third World countries will accept the new U.S. demands to revise the pre- 
viously agreed sea floor regime. The ocutcame of the law of the sea conference 
will presumably be determined by this. 


The reason for the temporary withdrawal of Washington from the negotiations 
was the change of presidents. After the new administration under President 
Reagan bad first undertaken a study of the results of the previagus conference, 
the United States recently stated that it was again ready to negotiate, but 
desired new rules for seabed mining. 


German and U.S. interests coincide on this point. The Federal Republic 
belongs, along with the United States, France, and Great Britain, among the 
states whose industry far and away dominates seabed mining technology, has 
already made comprehensive investments, and cooperates in consortiums with 
others. Seabed mining is important tc the Federal Republic because iarge 
juantities of nickel, manganese, cobalt, and copper can be extracted from the 
manganese nodules of the seabed, and the technology itself can be exported. 
Federal German industry has therefore pushed for a liberal and market economy 
seabed regime in agreement with large graups of all parties. The result of 
the previous rounds of negotiations was a compromise, however, which is 
broadly regarded as bureaucratic and typical of a command econany. 
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This is where the desires of the Americans came to play. They aim to change 
the seabed authority in their favor. They will further strive to set aside the 
agreement that changes in the convention on the occasion of a review after 15 
years may be decided with two-thirds majority. The conditions for private 
enterprise for access to deep sea mining are to be shaped more favorably. 

The previously agreed “parallel system” provides for both enterprises of the 
seabed authority and private industry to be allaved to operate. With this, 
however, are linked payments of fees and an obligatory transfer of the 

applied technology, which in the view of the enterprises are hardly acceptable. 
Finally those regulations which effect production limitations in the interest 
of campeting producers of similar terrestrial raw materials are regarded as 
characteristic of a command economy. 


As a state with a short coastline, the Federal Republic is moreover among the 
losers in the new Law of the Sea, which divides the sea into 1l2-mile sovereignty 
zones, into 200-mile economic zones with exclusive exploitation rights, and 

intc an even broader continental shelf. It could qmly gain indirectly 

through the EC sea, which, however, has fziled up to now due to lack of agree- 
ment among the partners. Apart from deep sea mining, it is hardly likely most 
of the regulations of the new Law of the Sea on zone division, rights of passage, 
environmental protection or research can be revised. 


Completely submerged in the jubilation over the U.S. desires for revision is 
apparently the worry of the few development politicians of che Federal Republic 
that the boldness of the United States might stiffen the resistance of the 
group of developing countries, just as in the case of the immediately prededing 
interim legislation qm investment protection for the pertinent branches, anc 
undermine credibility in north-south politics. Just a few days ago the 

United States, Great Britain, France, and the Federal Republic harmonized their 
investment protection legislation in an agreement in this field by means of a 
treaty. This was preceded by an authorization by the parliament which was 
carried by all factions. The quadrilateral treaty includes mutual recognition 
of national licenses issued for exploration. Authorizations for mining itself 
may not be issued before 1 January 1988, however. By then they hope to sub- 
stitute an acceptable Law of the Sea convention. A small advantage already 
achieved by the Federal Republic is the fact that Hamburg will be the seat of 
the International Court of the Sea. 
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